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A Ministry of Healing

It's hard to have a strong faith life when you
are sick and in pain. Recently my sister underwent sur
gery to alleviate the pain she experienced from a shou
der injury. Weeks have gone by and still she’s in pain.
She is in dire need of healing and has confided that thi
pain has left her angry and distant from God. I've tried
to vouch for God-It's OK to be angry with Him. He
can take it—but admittedly | don't know what the leg
son is in all of this pain.

Healing features prominently in Jesus’ minis
try. He conveyed a message of love and hope to m
subjects who were sick and diseased. One student
the Bible explains: “Healing was essential to the mii
try of Jesus” because it symbolized His success in
spiritual warfare with the forces of evil. In Luke 13:1
Jesus identified the enemy responsible for the harm
done to humanity. Often he had to “dismantle the aj
ratus of illness, disease, and denpmssession” crip-
pling the human spirit before man could be receptiv
his message of love. www.AllaboutJesusChrist-org
Jesus Healing-faq.

When | am sick, | choose to believe that Go
with me in my pain, not punishing me or allowing m
to suffer. | prefer to think of God as benevolent, eve
when | feel unworthy of his blessings. A wise perso
once said, “God loves you because of who God is,
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because of anything you did or didn’t do.” If there i
an upside to pain and suffering it is that “your most
profound experience of worship will likely be in you
darkest day-and you turn to God alone.” It is in suf-
fering that we learn to pray our most authentic prayer.
Rick Warren,The Purpose Driven Life

If healing was so important to Jesus’ ministr
in the early church, why aren’t we practicing more of it
today? Are we too sophisticated to believe in the heal-
ing power of prayer or the laying on of hands? During
the prayers of the people we pray for the sick, but do
we really intend that God intervene or are we contept t
rely on the science of medicine? | think there is roo
for both. We've all heard about medical miracles that
cannot be explained. What can it hurt to submit to the
healing power of God?

As for my sister, she may be in too much paji
to hear the message of God'’s love and relief from p
This is where the community of believers comes in.
need to pray for each other. And in our petitions for
healing really believe in God’s power to heal.

Luke is the patron saint of physicians. In
Paul's letter to the Colossians (4:14), Paul relays
"Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetir
d_uke's gospel is particularly known for its inclusion
the parable of the Good Samaritan, which is the gu
parable for Christian medical care. In it, he gave
insights into the methods of caring for those in n
www.itmonline.org/bodytheology/stluke

In the Episcopal Church Calendar, Saint Lu
is celebrated on October 18. You are invited to sha
the ministry of healing in th€ollect for the day.
Almighty God, who inspired your servant Lu
the physician to set forth in the Gospel the I¢
and healing power of your Son: Graciously
continue in your Church this love and power
heal, to the praise and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. . . BCP
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Chrys Meador
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If you wish to learn more about opportunitieg
in the healing ministry at St. Christopher’s,
please refer to the sign up sheets in the Par
Hall.
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Reminder: Paper copies of thlessengeare always

available at the church
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From the Rector : Wondering about some this Fall’s liturgical changes?

If you've been paying attention in worship you will have noticed th e following changes:

1. Thefirstis in the Church’s historical creed where instead of “man” the Nicene Creed reads
¢ truly human”:
f'\ “For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
F was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and became truly human
kb ‘/) The purpose of this is to emphasize Jesus’ humanity
J“l/\ and to invite both men and women to relate to Jesus.

2. The second change is also in the Creed where wording r  egarding the Holy Spirit —*who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son " — has been changed to “proceeds from the Father .”This
change reflects a return to the original wording of the Nice ne Creed as agreed upon at the 4 " cen-
tury Ecumenical Council of Constantinople. The phrase “and the so n” —a change ex-
pressed in Latin by the word  filiogue —was added in the 6 " century at a regional
meeting of the Western Church and NEVER received the consent o f the Eastern ‘ :
Church. The phrase has caused problems ever since. Consequ ently, in 1994 the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church USA affirmeda 1l 993 decision of An-
glican bishops worldwide to remove the words “and the son.”  This change will be seen in “black and

white” when The Book of Common Prayer is next revised, but in the meantime its use is encouraged
in parish churches.

3. Third, you will notice that the Old Testament reading e nds, “Hear what
the Spirit is saying to God'’s People,” while the Epistle e nds, “Hear what the
Spirit is saying to the churches.” This is to emphasize th at the Old Testament
—the Hebrew Scripture  —belongs to Judaism as well as to Christianity, while
T u @ - the epistles (or letters), were written to give advice and encouragement to the
- early Christian churches.

Evensong Service : November 1 at 4p.m.

@)(@\) [N honor of those Saints and loved ones who are now
/;/)/’\:é\/\u;\ with the Lord, a special All Saint’s Day Service will be cele-
Q\’\/\( Z}\))/\/ brated with Evensong The service will feature Vivaldi's Glori a
performed by St. Christopher's Choir with orchestral accomp ani-
ment.

Following the service a light soup supper will be offered. New mem-
ber, D.D. Burlin, a French trained chef will prepare the so up. De-
tails about assisting D.D. with preparation will follow.. < N’
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All Saints’ Commemoration of
The Faithful Departed

If you're an artist who likes collage — combining two & three dimensional im-

ages in shadowbox format — we need your help with the “All Saints Prayer Stations”

to be displayed in church on Sunday, Nov. 1 in honor of All Saints /All Souls Days.
OR

If you're a parishioner who is not an artist

but has lost a loved one whose memory you
. would like to honor, please contact the Rector

~ ASAP at 708-386-5613 or stchrisoak-

| park@sbcglobal.net  and she will find someone to
help you create a shadowbox.

'»,(i These can include photographs, letters, post-
| | cards, three dimensional mementos or other ob-

| jects/images that reflect who that person was
and what they meant to you. Artists are respon-

| sible for their own materials, but are welcome to

| keep these art pieces after the prayer exhibit.

Handouts on how to begin are available at church, but how you depict your loved
one will be limited only by your own time and imaginati on (along with but some lim-
its on size and space).

It's not a last minute undertaking, though, so please let us know N OW if you
want to participate — either by creating a shadowbox or having one of our arti sts
help you create one.

Parish Clean Up Day
Save the Date: October 18, 2009
When: Following the 10:30 Service from Noon to 3 p .m.
What: Fall Clean Up
Everyone is needed to participate in our annual parish cl
Come to an abbreviated service , enjoy a light lunch and g

Church Attendance St. C’s budgeted a deficit for 2009 of $12,000. In August
2008 2009 ||our deficit rose to $16,000..This represents a $4,000 un-
Labor Day 70 86 | |planned deficit to date.
ggg'r?r? r%ugi?it'an 101 95 || We appreciate your faithful giving. If your ability to givesha
nni IST =y :
Formation Sunday ~ 109 128 changed, you can visit with the Treasurer about how tg rec

oncile your pledge.
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Messenger Profile: Amanda, Chris and Anna Miller

Sometimes things are just meant to be. It took years for @mig\manda to finally get together, eluding a family
tie and resettling separately on the west coast, but widimta was right everything fell into place. Their journey
to St. Christopher’s too, was an easy choice located right tostreet.

I know that you two are from Michigan. Is that where you met?Chris: Yes, we are x-step cousins by common
law marriage. Amanda’s mother dated my uncle for seversy®manda: Do we have to say that8oft giggle

Chris was already through the first round of grad school wieemet. He was 24. | was 18. We were at a Christma
reunion in MichiganChris: We were both home from school. | was liv-
ing in Portland, attending the Claremont School of Theology atim-
pleting my B.A. in religious studies at St. Olaf in Minnesdtmanda:
And | had started at Seattle Pacific where | majongasiychology.

Did you start dating after that first encounter? Amanda Oh no. | re-
turned to Seattle. After finishing school | went to Northeeland where
| spent a year volunteering with the Corrymella progranpéarce and
justice. | returned home, to Michigan, where | did some fneelavork
and later took a job with the United Church of Canaddancouver. In
2001 I was living in England and decided it was not a good ydse to
living abroad after 9/11. When | returned to the Stateehdéd Colum-
bia College to complete a Master of Fine Arts in Intefiahitecture.
Where were you all this time, Chris? Chris:After grad schoal, |
thought | wanted to teach religion. My studies answeret @ lques-
tions, but | realized | didn't like academia; research and ghiblj. But | did enjoy teaching. | began teaching at|a
pre-school in Portland and decided to work on my Masterg iy @zldhood development.

It must have been years after that first encounter that yodinally got together. Amanda: By chance, Chris and

I met up again in Chicago. We met in a bar on Stidk&t Day on a Sunday mornin@hris: This time we were
introduced through a cousin who was visiting from Denvemanda: I'm not sure when, but we met up for dinner
and just started dating. Eighteen months later we weréatiar8o many people | had been meeting at the time \we
still wearing baseball caps backwards. But Chris was readyalddind of settled. He already had a condo, a sta-
tion wagon and two cats.

With all of the advanced degrees between the two of you, athare you doing now? Chris: | teach at the Chi-
cago Academy for Urban School Leadership. | actually ha@saroom with 28 first graders, but | train a student
teacher as well. The Academy is a training institutaifban educational reforrAmanda: And I'm doing free-
lance work, most recently an interior design projectMoDonald’s. | worked on the McCafe concept.

You chose Oak Park to simplify your working lives and minimize thecommute. But how did you find your

way to St. Christopher’s? Chris: We tried a number of other congregations housed in oldystat#tlings, but

they lacked life and diversity. We were church shoppimganda: When Anna was 18 months old and finally out
of her morning nap routine, we heard about St. Christopher’snaElohnson had babysat for Anna. The Johnson'’s
told us about St. C's. | felt hooked the first week at&hphany serviceChris: | came the next week with
Amanda. We heard Paris speak and that sealed the deal.

Anna, do you think your Mom is going to have a baby boy or a girlfAnna: shyly,| want a sisterChris: | think

it will be a monkeyAnna: I’'m already a monkey.
I guess we'll have to wait until February to find out.

Thoughtfully yours:Chrys Meador

1°2}
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Adult Forum Every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

An Exploration led by Joe Dorchack of
N.T. Wright's newest book, SURPRISED BY HOPE

Come discuss the world’s leading New Testament scholar
as he takes on the hot topic of life after death,
reveals how most Christians get it wrong,

and shows why “getting it right” matters!

For years Christians have been asking, "If you died tonight, do you know where you
would go?" Award-winning author N.T. Wright says that the answer isn't he aven. .. atleast
the way we think of it.

In Surprised by Hope , N. T. Wright — one of the world’s leading New Testament schol-
ars — outlines the present confusion about a Christian’s future hope and shows how it is
deeply intertwined with how we live our lives NOW. He asserts tha t Christianity's most dis-
tinctive idea is bodily resurrection and provides a magisterial def ense for a literal resurrec-
tion of Jesus. At the same time, Wright explores our expectation of "new heave ns and a new
earth," revealing what happens when we die and what WILL happen wi th the "second com-
ing" of Jesus. For many, including many Christians, all this will come as a great surprise.

Wright convincingly argues that what we believe about life after de ath directly affects what
we believe about life before death. After all if God intend s to renew the whole creation —and
if this has already begun in Jesus' resurrection — then the church cannot stop at "saving
souls." We must anticipate the eventual renewal of heaven and earth by working for God's
kingdom in the wider world, bringing healing and hope in the pre sent life.

Book Club Meetings Resume in October

Come join in the Fall kick off meeting of the St. Christopher’s Boo k Club
led by Paul Clark. Bring your suggestions for books you would | ike to
share or read for the first time. The group met several times in the S pring

to discuss, Wise Blood, A Circle of Quiet, Housekeeping, The Screwtape Let-
ters and The Power and the Glory

We'll plan to meet on the third Thursday in October for an
informational meeting and a chance to give input on up-
coming selections.
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IN PRAISEOF GOD’S CREATURES:ARISHIONERPETS

“To Bill the alpha, Myrinda the lady,
Shadow the hunter, Mittens the gentle,
Shalandra the queen, Alexander the faithful,
Mitzy the traveler, Butterscotch the curious,
Dusty the patient, Willow the mother;

To these and all the friends and companions
Who have padded in and out of my life
Leaving indelible paw prints on my heart,
Thank you.

To Tralina and Lluinja my feline sisters,
Who celebrate the joy

Of warm sunbeams and open windows,
Claiming gentle or insistent friendship;
Thank you for sharing my life with yours,
Now and for as long as you will.”

By Holly. Burt

The Clissold’s have had Callie for about 3
years, and they love her! She blesses their
family with her sweetness, and also with
her occasional nuttiness. They're happy to
have her as part of our family.

Rico was blessed at last year’s St. Francis day
celebration at about 16 weeks old. Paris rescued
. Rico during the Sojourner's pilgrimage to Mexico.
He's been a happy addition to the family.

Rascal is an 8-year-old Silky Terrier adopted
in 2008 by the Murphy/Schneider family. In
their home, he is a pampered little

pooch! He has a few obsessive-compulsive
habits, which just add to his unique charac-

The Burt’'s rescued Ray and his sister Deena
from a neighborhood shelter. Ray is curious, but
not a whole lot is going on upstairs. He gets away
with naughty behavior because he’s so cute. He
blesses the family with amazing trilling sounds.

ter! He is pictured here doing one of his fa-
vorite activities - chasing squirrels up trees,
thereby saving his humans from their
clutches. Rascal may be a weird little dog
sometimes, but he's a part of the family.




You and your pet companion are invited to

The Blessing of the Animals

Sunday October 4" at 10:30 a.m.
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church,

545 S. East Ave. (at Adams).
(Outdoors on the lawn weather permitting)

There will be about a one hour service with music andnaenion. All animals will receive a blessing
and the four legged variety a treat. All animals, even st@ffieldpet photos, are welcome.

The blessing does not guarantee good behavior but hey, whatewnside? For more information call
708-386-5613 or see our website at St-chris.org

Help us welcome SPECIAL GUESTS from the neighborhood.
The loose plate offering will go to the Animal Care League




PARISHNEWSAND HAPPENINGS

S.Cs Pre-teen Brigade: Meeting Dates

Sunday, October 18; Parish Clean up Day following the 10:30rgiee
Saturday, November 21; Youth Activities at Diocesan Conventin at the Westin Hotel in Lombard
Saturday, December 12; Youth Advent Pilgrimage to the Cathedral
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Dear Members of St. Christopher’s Church
On behalf of the families & staff in

the transitional housing program, | would
like to thank you! so much for the school
supplies and uniforms. This year most of
our school aged children are homeless due
to domestic violence. It is even more impor-
tant that they start this school year off
with new things. Thanks to you, we were
able to give them all the new supplies they
needed . Words will never be able to truly
express my gratitude to you. Thank you so
much for your continued support of our
program, our families and most impor-
tantly our kids.

Sincerely,

Susie Bohun




OCTOBERBIRTHDAYS OCTOBERANNIVERSARIES

October 3 Michael Coffey

October 4 Janet Ferguson

October 5 Karin Van Dyke

October 6 Lindsey Allen, Mary Jane Endicott,
Haley Jordahl

October 7 Gary Curran, Cindy Wallach

October 8 Sarah Ramsey

October 9 Ellen Robinson

October 12 Joe Monti, Christopher Nied

October 16 Chrys Meador

October 17 David Monti

October 18 Thomas Gary, Rich Miller

October 23 John Murphy, Maggie Trilik

October 24 JoAnn Jacobson, Matt Johnson

October 26 Jack Scotty

October 30 Jim Patera

Thank You

Congratulations to:
Beth Duckett and Keith Bielarz on their upcoming marriage October 3

Kate Olivola, daughter of Mary Jo Leverette and Peter Olivola, on her upcoming marriage to
Ben Hoover October 3

Malia Thompson and Daniel Ropp on their upcoming marriage October 10
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Worship at 8:00 a.m. ,9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Adult Forum,9:1kl Cére, Christian Ed 3 to 3rd grade 10:30 a.m.
Coffee hour following the 10:30 a.m. service; Christian Ed fadegs 4 to 12 see calendar

*please contact church office for yoga price information




St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
545 South East Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60304-1321
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ED THE PLUMBER I R E E
ED THE CARPENTER MEMBERSHIP
In Buying Group Of 100,000
sest ik - et Rte e
Satisfaction Guaranteed As Call Nick Derkacz at
We Do All Our Own Work 1_2((,[)0#_294§g;r9952
(708) 652-1444 E-mail: nderkacz@4LPi.com
WeStg ate
Richard A. Battistoni, DDS FLOWERS & PLANTS
Wiliam Beam, DDS, MS Wedding Specialists
SHARPENING SERVICE . .
Drs. Battistoni - Beam Ltd. Vi
1233 CIRCLE Practice specializing in orthodontics .
FOREST PARK 6855 West North Avenue - Oak Park, IL 60302
922 South LaGrarzgog.gcgg ?(L)g Grange, IL 60526 841 s. oak park ave - oak park, il 60304
/08-209-1636 st 1 (708) 386-0072
Drechsler, Brown &
Looig or s ol v 2 OWER
ookang for {his buleti’ LYo Nl = RO Y = =t
Ask, and it will e given fo you. N ) | i
, . com Ch)grles M. Willirgms, Weddings Our Specialty
Owner/Funeral Director
SeekAndFind.com } 203 South Marion St,, 0ak Park | 137 S. Oak Park Ave
708-383-3191 848-2777

This space available.

For a price quote callick Derkacz at
(708) 646-4324 or email: nderkacz@4LPi.com

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

8AM -2 PM
Eat In or Take Out

We sell Fair Trade
Organic Coffee
905 S. Lombard, Oak Park
708-524-2899
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