MESSENGER

SAINT CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

NOVEMBER 2009

HIGHLIGHTS

Feature Article: Sainthood p.1

From the Rector : Stewardship p. 2-3
Parish Profile: The Nied's p. 4
Animal Kingdom p. 5

Parish Work Day p. 7

Registrar's Page p.8

Monthly Calendar p.10

The Miracles for Sainthood

A saint is a person of exceptional holiness f
mally recognized by the Christian Church. Although
the Episcopal tradition we are all considered saints
our acts of virtue, the Catholic Church recognizes o
those who perform actual miracles. The pages of th
Book of Common Prayer list some twertgld “holy”
days on which we celebrate the saints. On some da
multiple saints are recognized for the works they pe
formed together. On November 1, the Church hono
all of the saints for their “virtue and godly living.”

The origin of the festival of All Saints as cele
brated in the West dates to May 13, 609 or 610, wh
Pope Benedict IV consecrated the Pantheon at Ror
the Blessed Virgin and all the martyrs.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All SaintsIn the Episcopal
Church, All Saints' Day is celebrated on the first Su
day in November. It is held, not only to recognize t
saints, but also to remember those departed souls
were congregants of the local church.
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A few years ago a film entitled, Milliongave
a fresh look to the realm of holy saints. Damien, a
young boy, who had recently lost his mother, had a
cial gift for communing with the saints. At the start g
new school year, children were asked to name som
they admired. Most of the boys named football herg
from Arsenal and Manchester United. When Damie
identified an obscure saint who had lived in th& 12
century, his teacher even asked, “Who does he play
for?” Damien built a cardboard shelter by the train
tracks where he frequently took refuge and was vis
by the saints. On one occasion St. Agnes paid Danj
visit. Much to his disappointment Agnes lit up a ciga
rette. He asked, “can you do that?’ She responded,
“You can do what you like up there, son. It's down 1
you have to make the effort.”

Damien inquired of all of the saints whether
they knew St. Marie (his departed mother). He wan
to believe in his youthful simplicity that his mother w
worthy of sainthood. At the end of the film, Damien
reunited with his mother for a brief visitation by the
train tracks. When he asks about sainthood, his mgq
explains: “The criteria’s very strict. You do have to
perform an actual miracle.” Pausing, she adds, “I'm

was your miracle?” “Don’t you know, Damien?” re-
plies his mother. “It was you.”

My admiration for sainthood is renewed eve
time | watch this film. Ordinary people are capable ¢
virtue and godly living—the hallmarks of a saint. St.

fishes. In his version of the story, people in the crow
kept adding food to the baskets as they were passe
around until they spilled over with plenty. St. Peter ¢
alts the virtue of sharing. Miracles like this one occy
everyday around us. But it’s all how you look at it.

Give us grace so to follow your blessed sg
in all virtuous and godly living, that we m
come to those ineffable joys that you have
pared for those who truly love you; throu
Jesus Christ our Lord.
BCP p.245
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Chrys Meador

there.” Relieved, but uncertain Damien asks, “Whalt

Peter recounts in the film the miracle of the loaves and
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Reminder:
ways available at the church

Paper copies of thMessengerare al-

All Saints Remembrances: To honor the de-
parted the names of loved ones will be read
aloud at all three services on November 1.
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FROMTHE RECTOR

Stewardship Without Warning

Since St. Christopher’s is late this year getting its An@igihg Campaign off the ground, | invoked executive
privilege on Sunday, October .1to declare our church’s 2010 campaign officially underway. Witl@rning |
preached a stewardship sermon, although to be honest we rarelpeople beforehand of this event for fear the
pews would be empty. Somehow, though, word must have gotten caisbdbere was virtually NO one in chur
| worried you might be stewing that the church is just oneerdoain on your wallet, and | didn’t want that. No or
should stew over stewardship, at least not in a way that evokesiihinsecurity. Existential insecurity, perhaps
since what we earn, what we keep and what we give awaijedrto how we make sense of life’s purpose. Ever
then, though, insecurity is hardly the hope, especiaftyalkes us think that money is all that matters.

Obviously it does matter. It matters to our lives and to theofithe church. The church needs money to care fo
those in need, to create worship that draws our heartsisadd beyond ourselves, to give children and adults a
place to struggle with life’s questions and discover God'’s platteeimidst of them which all take money. It take
money to provide space in which to gatherith lights, heat and working bathrooms. It takes books anitmes
per and ink- especially in the Episcopal Church. It takes computers hetes, grass-cutting and snow-shovelir
And it takes human resources small paid staff to attend faithfully to day-to-dlgmands, and a huge body of 1
-stipendiary “staff” to carry out God’s greater vision. &esyou know, nosstipendiary is a fancy way of referring
to all of YOU- the majority of ministers in the church and in the warti receive no monetary pay for faithful

service. Consequentlyalthough money matterswhat matters most is YOU. You are the most importantqfart
stewardship- your prayer, your service, your giftsor as Jesus says in the story of the rich man in Mark's Gos
“Your life.”

On a budget? Pay yourself first!
“Go, sell what you own, and give your money to the poor,” Jesissiisdlyis story, “and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me (Mark 10:21)." Certainly, Jesus doessd the man’s money, but in his compass
he knows that the rich man needs to let it go if he's to halreefid of life. And this is easier said than done. It's
ier said than done for the rich young man, but for the neoteboas well, as Michael and | discovered early on in
marriage when we were FAR from rich. | think we made $5,000ds the two of us that first year, and althoug
dollar went further then than it does now, it WASN'T adbmoney. Ends never seemed to meet, prompting us
see a budget counselor. Budgeting has never been our strongdsib, \ahen someone recommended this guy
thought, “Why not?” And it turned out we liked him, partigljfavhen he said, “Pay yourselves first,” which mea
that we both got a little “mad money” each week thatliga’t have to account for. That year it was just fiveksg
but still, it was an inspired idea.

“Secondly,” our counselor told us, “put something aside to irikggiur own growth, and third, give sortiging
away to invest in another’s. Then pay your bills.” “How mucbusth we give away?” | asked warily, resenting th
fact that as a child | had had to give 10% of my mealimrvance to the church. He wouldn't say, but suggested
it be equal to what we put aside for savings. | don't rememhat we decided, but whatever it was, it wasn’'t m

We didn't HAVE much, although in a few years our income gfexpenses, of course, grew with it, which meant

that savings and charity remained slight. In fact, thegame more of an afterthought than funds taken ofbthe t
“If anything’s left over,” we told ourselves (which was neverdhase), “we’ll givethatto charity and savings.”

You want me to do WHAT?
We assumed we'd get back on track eventually, and oddly encaigidwvhen our children were born. We joine
church and managed to commiaybe2% of annual income to it. Still, money ALWAYS seemed tight
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and | worried, fearful that we wouldn’t have enoughye bn. “Give more away,” someone told me. “It will g

you free.” We worked our way up to 3% and surprisingly, it helpetime we moved to 5%, but after ordinaf

tion | felt a push to move to 10%. My bishop was largely beltiagptish- expectinghis clergy to tithe- but |
have to say that | felt freer from fear than I'd et before. | won't say | never worried about money, but it
longer had the power over me that it once had. Evereamazingly, we didn’t seem to miss it.

In fact, life felt richer/fuller. We were part of sometgilarger, and our children seemed to sense it. Today
sometimes marvel at their generosity in an age when young peegecaused (wrongly, | think) of being too
self-centered. | marvel at their ability to live on lessattularly marvel at my daughter’s budget skills, whi
Michael and Ineverseemed to master. But most of all | marvel at their spirierteredness. Neither of them
are particularly churchy people, but both have a profound ctianeith the God who lives and moves amo
us in the dailyness of life and who calls us to care for onghar. And | can’t help but think that at least som
of that came from their reluctant parents learning tgdednd let God. Not letting God do it ALL while we sit
back twiddling our thumbs; but letting God have our lives so ket $erve a purpose/a vision beyond our o

Ownership that Owns Us
To do this, though, we need to let go of whatever it isdias us, which for the rich man in Mark’s Gospel
his possessions. His problem isn’t that he owns riches, but shattes own him. What's more, he doesn’t
know it, at least not until Jesus tells him to give up all thataseto follow him. Jesus’ words shock the youn
man, and not because he’s asked to give up riches. Rather hd&edshecause in this moment he recognize
the depth of his being that he cannot give them up. He has longsahfiething more than what he has, but i
the end cannot lay claim to his desire. “Good teacher,5keia a question that is more about life after life t
life after death, “what must | do to inherit eterna¢fif(Mark 10:17)”

It's the question of a rich maneFr even a poor onefacing spiritual emptiness. On the surface all is welie
man has done the right things, kept the rules, and God has blessétishguestion, though, suggests a deej
longing that life holds more than this. And “Jesus, looking at liwed him (Mark 10:21).” It is a profound
moment— perhaps one of the most profound in Scriptusiiowing our Lord looking into an earnest but divid
heart—a heart not pure but seekin@nd feeling only love. Jesus loves hitfoves his earnestness, his strug
his humanness, but also the sliver of openness in his heart to beisgmabdre— and so Jesus says the one
thing that can open the rich man’s eyes to see the trutsay$e ‘“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasureanen; then come, follow me.”

Your money or your life?
And the rich man sees. He sees the barrier to his freedathow his own heart and live life to its fullest. He
sees, but can't say yes, reminding me a little of Jack Bennywekaenowned for being perpetually tight. Se
in one skit returning home at night, Benny is accosted by a mudgewaves a gun, shouting, "Don't make
move, this is a stickup: your money or your life!" Famous for pneigpauses, Benny calmly rests one arm d
the other, thumping his chin with his fingers. The robber geniteok, bud!” he shouts with growing irritation
“l said your money or your life!" to which Benny snaps badhwiqual irritation, "I'm thinking; I'm thinking!"

We laugh, but the truth is that Benny's response is not so différ@n our own. We cling to things that matte
far lessthan life, and that indeed keep us from fullness of fif€lirist. We cling to money, power, position a
possessions; to fear, loss, injuries and inadequacies. Wecchiaige beliefs that nothing we do matters, but
this Stewardship month, remember that the thing thaiensa¥lOST is you. You are the apple of God'’s eye,
desire of God’s heart, which means that in truth everythem@® matters, not only to God, but to us and on
another. And that said, maybe stewing over stewardship isn'tasbal thing after all if it means reflecting —
not just on what we give to the churelbut on what we give of ourselves to God, to each otherrenaarld.

Faithfully yours,
Paris+
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Messenger Profile: Rich and Priscilla Nied

Rich and Priscilla are long time members of St. Christqpgaet of the very fabric of our church communlty ToA
gether they have served in just about every lay function of tighpsestry, hospital - .
ity, Christian formation, the choir, building and grounds.Have | missed anything

How long have you lived in Oak Park? Rich: My entire life, except for a few yeal
away at college in Oshkosh, Wiscondhmiscilla: | was born at Oak Park hospital,
but I grew up in Melrose ParkRich: We live in the same house | grew up in. We
bought it from my parents when they relocated to Floridaetirement.

How did you two meet? Priscilla: laugh out loud We worked together at a Bank:T
Every day Rich would walk by and poke me. Of course | wpuith. But you still
agreed to go out with him?Priscilla: yes, we dated for about a year. Then we go
married at a parish in Melrose Park. We had both Gathot Episcopal clergy at o ur
wedding. OK, so which one of you grew up Catholic?Priscilla: Me.Rich: When S, o

| was growing up, my parents alternated between Epiphangt@a@hristopher’s unti. AD < W

| was about 4 or 5 years old. | guess | must have startedhceeinool. Ellie Waltemade's husband was the Rector &
the time.

(In the interest of time we had to conduct this interview ottee phone. | can hear noise in the background as
Alex and Christopher walk in. Tell me about your two sons. They still attend St. C’s fdy regularly. Rich and
Priscilla (alternately): Alex is 25 soon to be 26. He does the musitiéaviggle room service. Alex graduated

from DePaul and has been married for a year to Kathefimstudied music composition, recording and technol-
ogy. But that industry is changing. You can make your own retdndme these days. Alex just took the LSAT and
is thinking about law school. He and his wife thought about going alfwoadyear to work, teach English, but they
just bought a flat and Katherine is working on her Masters. ofer son, Christopher is 23. He helps out in the
nursery. Christopher started at Columbia College, but charigedajor so he’s working now on some core require-
ments at TritonThe noise escalates in the backgrouritiddoesn’t matter how long they’ve been apart, when they
get together they still go at it. Can you hear them?

Let's talk about some of your favorite service roles at thelwrch. Rich: (without hesitation) the choir. I've been
on vestry and the finance committee, but that's too muchwlik&. | was Sr. Warden when Paris arrived. But, I've
been in the choir on and off since | was a child, the onlyity6 girls. It's a nice creative outlet. | also enjoyed
completely remodeling the kitchen in the parish hall witevaother guysPriscilla: Well, | enjoy feeding people

so | naturally help out with hospitality in the church. A$éace | enjoy being outside, I've worked on buildings and
grounds over the years. | remember delivering a van loadubsho fill in the landscaping at the church. For the
past 3 years I've been the Clerk of the Vestry. Three yeldmsgsenough.

What are some of your hobbies? | know you recently vacationdéd Hawaii. Priscilla: We don't travel enough.
Rich: I'm planning on doing the Accenture Triathlon next year, whichl ldifore when it was called Mrs. T's. |
also enjoy weight lifting and bikindg.know you are a knitter. Priscilla: Yes, | enjoy doing things with my hands.
Knitting is very creative. Gardening and just being outside & nRut, | always look forward to the change of sea-
son when | don't have to work in the yard for a few months.

(When | left Priscilla at church earlier that day she was helping outlwihe Parish clean up.Did you just get
home from Church? Priscilla: Yes, | was working in the kitchen. We found a cookbooki@dim 1986. It was
entitled something like, the Episcopal Women's collection ope=ciWe were joking because so many of the con-
tributors have passed noign't it about time to start a new collection? Rich: a cookbook fundraiser. That
sounds like a new project.

Thoughtfully yours, Chrys Meador

—
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ANIMAL KINGDOM: THE BLESSINGF THEANIMALS

For the first time in many years St. Christopher'®bedted thé
Blessing of the Animals indoors. Parishioners brought g€l
well behaved pets to the altar for a blessing. Mother ¢ alfée %

from the Animal Care League. It is rumored that at leas
parishioner adopted a fury friend. Thank you for sharire
rest of your family with us.

The Dorothy Sobak Memorial Fund for refurbishment of St.Christopher’s Organ

The rector and vestry voted unanimously at its Octobetinget® start a memo
rial fund in honor of the life of Dorothy R. Sobakbeloved mother of Richard
who died October 6, 2009. An initial gift of $500 has been givethdyector
and parish to begin this fund, which will be used to refurbistotigan.
/177777 /4
If you remember, an earlier gift of $7,500 had been givenpairand enhance
our organ, but an additional $7,500 was required for work tanb&gis will not
only cover necessary repairs but add a rank of pipes turgla@.

If you wish to express your condolences to organist/choirmBRa&tbard Sobak or honor his mother in tl
way, we welcome your contributions. Checks should be made &t @hristopher’s with the notation
“Dorothy Sobak Memorial Fund” on the memo line.

S
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PARISHLIFE

Between now and November 14 th

your ministry! Thisisa “Try -
serve on the Altar Guild, sing in
unteer in your neighborhood, sit
anyone at church to do it with
November 15th we’'ll have round -table discussions during coffee
hour after each service to share our experience. So try it!
Ministry is more fun when shared, and you never know . . .

you just might discover gifts you didn’t know you had.

invite someone new to serve with you in
it-on-for-  Size” invitation, so if you
e choir, work a PADS shift, vol-
a board, etc. — ask someone/
AT LEAST ONCE. On Sunday,

And now, a Word from our Treasurer: Why a $16,000 Deficit for the Year?
Some of you have asked about the cause of St. Christophejested deficit of $16,000, which is $4,000
over the amount approved by the parish at its 2009 Annual Medte answer is twofold:

1. Pledged giving that is funds pledged to the church for 26@9behind by $3,537 year to date.
2. Expenses for 2009 are over budget by $2,647 year to date.

It's hard to say why pledges are behind, but as to expensesyeiddid several unplanned needs such as:

1. The replacement of two ancient computers and onenaneiater,
2. Lawn repair following the replacement of underground seipess and
3. The purchase of the 20@@nfirm not Conforn{CnC) program for teens and adults.

We had hoped to offset the $1200 expense of CnC with contrisutiom participants but received only
half of the needed funds. Any additional contributions ip béfset St. C's 2009 budget is greatly appreci-
ated.

Advent Craft Night: Not just for kids anymore

The first Sunday of Advent is coming and that means it's tonanother wild Advent Craft Night, our most popular
event! Ahlborn Hall will be fragrant with the smell glue and spaghetti sauce, bustling with crafts and conversa-
tion, alive with the laughter of children and adults. Anywalyp doesn't need a choirister made out of a toilet paper
roll? Or a paper chain to count the days until Christh@isan exquisite 3 dimensional star ornament? You don't
have to have kids to come, it's fun for everyone and we haveabeew crafts. So what if you aren't crafty? It's a
fun time to have some dinner, chat with friends and meet semdolks. Advent Craft
Night is a simply delightful beginning to the joyous season of Advidckets will be on sale
at the door.

Sunday, November 29 from 4:00 - 7:30 p.m.
$4.00 for adults - $2.00 for children - Children 5 and under FREE
Barbara Kohnhorst



Whistle While you Work




UPCOMING AND OUTREACHINGOPPORTUNITIES




N OVEMBERBIRTHDAYS N OVEMBERANNIVERSARIES

November 3 Maya-Gabrielle Gary November 7 Eric & Laura Jordahl

November 5 Debra Purden November 23 Ann & Brian Spittle

November 6 Evette Little November 26 Peter Thompson & Mary Kay Tobin
November 7 Alice Baren November 27 Don & Linda Bolte

November 8 Robin Pearce

November 9 Maureen Theroux, Sydney Wood Qf Special Interest

November 10
November 11
November 12
November 13
November 15
November 16
November 17
November 19
November 20
November 22
November 25
November 26

Priscilla Nied, Clark Turk
Stephen Roder

Amy Gosha, Edmund Harris
Gerardo Cardenas

Brian Spittle
Joe Dorchack
Nancy Strand

Mildred Granger, Jennifer Roder
Camille Baxter, Nate Strong

Kate Olivola
Henry Cappel

Mildred Perkins

Congratulations to:
Laura Jordahl on her new teaching position at
Whittier School in Oak Park.

Condolences

The sympathy of the parish is extended to:

Mark Schneider in the loss of his step-father Mark
Lentz

Richard Sobak in the loss of this mother, Dorothy
Sobak

Thank You

Unfortunately, we don’t have space to thank everyone for their service this month as reflected in the pages of
the Messenger . But we do want to thank everyone who helped out with the parish clean up especially:

Matt Johnson for overseeing the work and Paul Clark for organizing the luncheon beforehand. We also
want to recognize the Teen Brigade for their contribution and hard work. We couldn’t have done it without

you.

DIT



Worship at 8:00 a.m. ,9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Adult Forum,9:1kl Cére, Christian Ed 3 to 3rd grade 10:30 a.m.
Coffee hour following the 10:30 a.m. service; Christian Ed fadegs 4 to 12 see calendar

*please contact church office for yoga price information
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ED THE PLUMBER I R E E
ED THE CARPENTER MEMBERSHIP
In Buying Group Of 100,000
sest ik - et Rte e
Satisfaction Guaranteed As Call Nick Derkacz at
We Do All Our Own Work 1_2((,[)0#_294§g;r9952
(708) 652-1444 E-mail: nderkacz@4LPi.com
WeStg ate
Richard A. Battistoni, DDS FLOWERS & PLANTS
Wiliam Beam, DDS, MS Wedding Specialists
SHARPENING SERVICE . .
Drs. Battistoni - Beam Ltd. Vi
1233 CIRCLE Practice specializing in orthodontics .
FOREST PARK 6855 West North Avenue - Oak Park, IL 60302
922 South LaGrarzgog.gcgg ?(L)g Grange, IL 60526 841 s. oak park ave - oak park, il 60304
/08-209-1636 st 1 (708) 386-0072
Drechsler, Brown &
Looig or s ol v 2 OWER
ookang for {his buleti’ LYo Nl = RO Y = =t
Ask, and it will e given fo you. N ) | i
, . com Ch)grles M. Willirgms, Weddings Our Specialty
Owner/Funeral Director
SeekAndFind.com } 203 South Marion St,, 0ak Park | 137 S. Oak Park Ave
708-383-3191 848-2777

This space available.

For a price quote callick Derkacz at
(708) 646-4324 or email: nderkacz@4LPi.com

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

8AM -2 PM
Eat In or Take Out

We sell Fair Trade
Organic Coffee
905 S. Lombard, Oak Park
708-524-2899
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